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they were ail short-lived. Hitekdrini of Eluru could remain in the field for quite some time.
But when the government weaned away the advertisers from it, It had slumped from fifteen
thousand to three hundred and fifty and then had to be wound UD. That was after the World
War I.
As said earlier, circulation figures never indicated the precise influence the journal
commanded. For instance the Swar&j of Harl Sarvottama Rao had a meagre circulation of three
hundred but every copy of the journal was treated as something precious by the subscribers
who shared it with numerous readers. Fear of government reprisals was definitely one of
the reasons for people not to subscribe to such journals. Journalism served as a means to
serve the country. Journals which were supporting the government were recipients of enough
advertisement. But with ail that it was the nationalist press which survived the years of agony
and repression. Those who worked in such journals had the requisite emotional attachment to
this aspect of service to the country. Salaries were meagre. Finances were always calculated
in terms of losses. A number of people lost their ail, while some journalists managed to
run their journals with donations from friends. Congress, a journal dedicated to the national
struggle, had, as its staff, people who sent their own money to defry the postal expenses.
Incidentally, this journal which was edited by the famous socialist, Madduri Annapurnayya,
had an exciting history. When he was arrested, his place was unhesitatingly taken by Krowidi
Lingaraju and when he was arrested K. Ramachandrarao had taken over. Seven editors of
the Congress courted imprisonment in succession but the journal continued.
H was not the arrests which compelled the journals to cease publication. But when the
government demanded security deposits and confiscated both the deposits and the presses,
the journals had to cease publication. Almost ail the journals radiating nationalist views
were victims of the Press Ordinance of 1930. Ke^ria Patflka, Slmhapuri, Congress, Satyagrahi,
Indr&vat! and many others had to suffer on account of this draconian ordinance. Andhra
Patrika had paid the demanded security of Rs. 2000 and continued to exist. The photographs
of the national leaders were not allowed to be published. But journals serving the cause of
caste, religion and the British government used to thrive.
Journalists were spreading nationalism and they were taking just pride In following the lead
of Qandhlji. They were propagating Harijan uplift, Swadeshi, Hindi, unity and library movement.
Literature was given considerable importance and it is no exaggeration if it is said that most of
the great writers had their well deserved boost during this period. Journalists had a national
and rational approach to all economic problems and journalism then had an tducativa value.
Kotamraju Ramarao, the well-known journalist described the press of the time: "In iptt*
of the innumerable limitations Imposed on It by repressive laws, a hottito officialdom, poor
finances, lack of sufficient technical skill and trained men, the performance of trw Indian prew
had been of a high standard."